
May 12, 1999

T)ockets Management Branch (HFA-305)

~oOdandDrugAdministr:’$i?52 TY flAy19 P3:37.;S30 I%shei”s ~,a~~$ Room i

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Re: Dockei

~~. w hom it.W

v.’,=.. Z’eqlleSt

of “treated

#98X-1038, “Irradiation in the Production,
Processing, and Handling of Food”

may concern:

t}ieFDA kc)retain fhe cllrre~}tlabeling law, !Ilrcurrent -termino@y
by irradiation,” an(l the use of the radura symbol on all irradiate(l

;;ilo]efooiisand ingredients. Such labeling shoulci be l:;rge enough to be
readily visible on the front of the package. If the food is unpackag(’d, this
r-~-=~-+~~nshould be clearly displayed in plain view and adjacent to where!,.,.,,,,...4,...

the product is displayed for sale.

AI~y phrase involving the word “past~:llrizatiol~”would be misleading and

~lntruthful because that is a~i entirrly different process of rapid heating ,and
:noiing.

=ven thollgh tllcFDA has approved irradiat.iorias safe, lt remains a new

technology with no long-term hl]man feeding stlldies. Consurncrs have a righ L
<r:know if this process has been used on tlieirfood. Irradiation rcmai~]s a

“material fact” about the pror.es.singof food; therf~forelabeling shouId remain.

Cansl.]mers should he cducalecl by l.heFDA regar:?ir~gthe changes in slora~e

qualities,nutrient conte}][,texlure, spoilage characteristics chemical changes?
etc. that occur with jrradiatic)n.

The reqllirement for irradiation clisclosl~re(.l)othIabrl and radura) s]]ould l~ot
expire at any time in the fli~llre.

I+spectfully yours,

$A.e A. UO*-4J”. -..

+LQ.J+l. A.3.4Z.2.

Bruce 1...Woodbury “
“==~fiS. W700dbury..”.>..
1502 San Felipe Dr.
z.-,>.t.lav~j@, XV 89005-“.....A.,.

r., .
., .. ~fin”’*””H~rry Reid.,.,,’....’,

Senator Richard Bryan
Congressman John Ensign

98N 1038
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